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_________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Dear Cougars, 

This week, we are celebrating the incredible academic growth of our students through parent/teacher 

conferences.  Also, we will “sing the praises” of our Veterans for their service, contributions and 

sacrifices through an assembly at Cottonwood Creek.   Join us! 

Parent/Teacher Conferences – We would love to see all parents at conferences at Cottonwood Creek 

this week.  Truly, these conversations about our Cougar students are a HUGE celebration of each 

student’s effort, achievement and growth.  If you have not signed up for a conference, please sign up 

ASAP and join us in your child’s acknowledgement of self! 

Veterans’ Day Assembly and Concert – On Thursday afternoon (November 10) at 2:00 P.M., we will 

celebrate our Veterans’ service and leadership with our Cottonwood Creek family through a choir 

program and guest speakers.  I would like to send a special thank you to Matt Ogren and Nathan 

Pollak for sharing their stories about patriotism with our Cougar family at the upcoming assembly.  

Additionally, we will observe Veterans’ Day via: 

 Patriotic songs by our Cottonwood Creek Choir 
 Speeches from Veterans (That's you, Nathan and Matt!) 
 Slide show of Veterans in our COT school community 

If you know a Veteran or have a family member who is a Veteran, please encourage them to join us at 
Cottonwood Creek for the Veterans’ Day assembly.  Also, email me at jjaeger@cherrycreekschools.org 
to RSVP their attendance, and we will have reserved seating for them. 

No Students at COT on Friday, November 11 – Students will not be at school on Friday, November 11, 
2016, as numerous parent/teacher conferences will be taking place at Cottonwood Creek.  Enjoy the 
gift of time next Friday with your Cougar students! 

Have a lovely week! 

Take care, 

Julie 
Julie Jaeger, Principal 

 

mailto:jjaeger@cherrycreekschools.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

Lost & Found  
Please note, our lost and found will be emptied at 8:00am Monday November 14th.   

 
Please have your child check the lost and found area outside of the cafeteria to 
retrieve their lost items .   
Also, photos of some of the lost and found items have been posted on the PTO 
webpage  http://cottonwoodcreekpto.com/lost-found/. 

IMPORTANT DATES: 

November: 

10        Choir Veterans Program  
Gym 2:00 & 6:30pm 
 

  11       No school for Students 

15        Accountability Meeting 3:45pm 

16        Cultural Connections Family Potluck 

6:00pm 

 

17        1st Grade Program 2:30 & 6:30pm  

5th grade Future Bruins Night  
6:00-9:00pm Cherry Creek High School 
 

18        PTO meeting 9:00 am Café 

22         4th grade Field Trip: DMNS 

23        No school for Students 

24-25  Thanksgiving Holiday- No School 

December 

6 Accountability Meeting 3:45 

15 2nd Grade Program 2:30 & 6:30pm  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

Important Phone Numbers: 

Main Office: 720-554-3200 Fax: 720-554-3288 

Attendance: 720-554-3295  

If your child will be absent from school, please call  

the school absence number by 9:00 a.m. to report  

the absence. 

Kids Club: 720-554-3266 Before and After School  

Cottonwood Kitchen: 720-554-3271 

Cottonwood Nurse: 720-554-3208 

SCHOOL HOURS: 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

http://cottonwoodcreekpto.com/lost-found/


 

Thank you all for attending conferences this week.  It is nice spending some time with you and 

being able to share your children’s amazing progress.  Their reading and writing skills are really 

taking off.  They are developing a large sight word vocabulary as well as learning strategies for 

what to do when they come to an unknown word. 

In math, we have been busy, busy, busy learning about tally marks, 2D and 3D shapes, counting 

(by 1’s, 5’s, 10’s), doubles and counting by 2’s, and number sense.  Wow… we are so impressed 

with how much these little guys are learning in such a short period of time! 

In Science, we have just begun our “Animals 2X2” unit.  First up we will be comparing goldfish to 

guppies and learning about what they need to survive.  Several more fun critters to compare are 

coming soon! J   A big thank you goes out to our Cottonwood SEM coordinator, Jennifer Stern, 

for arranging Science Matters to come and do some fun experiments with us around this unit. 

We are looking forward to our traditional Kindergarten Thanksgiving feast this month. Keep an 

eye out for more information coming soon.  We are thankful to be able to teach in such an 

amazing community and are thankful for all the support you give to us and to your children each 

and every day! 

Community Information Corner 

Many of our community partners share information with us.  To access information from the following 

organizations, please visit the Cottonwood Community Information Corner at the entrance of the school: 

Science Matters   

Bike Path Learning: Foreign Languages 

Young Rembrants 

Destination Imagination  

Boys Scouts of America 

Girl Scouts 

Chess Club 

JW Kim Tae Kwon Do 

Lego Club 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Our halls are adorned with some pretty amazing turkeys! We appreciate the time and creativity 

you spent with your child making this family project.  

We are learning a lot about American history during our study of Thanksgiving. Your child will 

probably be able to add a lot of interesting dinner conversation to your Thanksgiving table. We 

are learning about the hardships the Pilgrim’s endured in their new home and the many ways 

they were helped by their Native American neighbors. The children are writing organized 

sentences about Pilgrim life. They will complete this booklet and share it with you at the end of 

November. 

 

We are very excited about our upcoming musical program, “A Time to Give Thanks.” The 

performance will be in the gym on Thursday, November 17th at 6:30 pm. Please have your child 

come up to their classroom at 6:15 pm for the evening performance. 

 

Now that the weather is getting colder children are bringing, (and losing!) jackets and sweaters. 

Please make sure your child’s coat is labeled with their last name so that we can help remind 

them what to take home.   

 

Remember, our Thanksgiving break begins on Wednesday, Nov. 23rd and we return on Monday, 

November 28th. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

 

 

We hope everyone had a wonderful Fall Break.  It was so much fun seeing your kids on the 

Monday when we returned and everyone was in their character costumes.  You all did an amazing 

job and were so creative with costumes, it was a fun day!  

 

Thank you to everyone who attended our 2nd Grade Parent Share Day last month.  The kids 

were so excited to share all of the hard work they have produced since the school year started. 

 The 2nd Grade Team is very proud and we look forward to meeting with everyone during 

conference week. 

 

We have recently started Bridges Unit 3: Addition & Subtraction Within One Hundred.  In this 

unit your child will make graphs and answer questions about graphs; solve addition and 

subtraction story problems; add and subtract 2-digit numbers using efficient strategies; and 

represent addition and subtraction on a number line. 

 

We are finishing up our personal narrative unit in writing and will be starting a unit on opinion 

writing.  In social studies, we are talking about the election, Veteran’s Day and will be teaching a 

unit on communities.  In reading, we continue building our comprehension strategies to enhance 

comprehension skills.  We will be working on reading short stories and then writing complete 

summaries of the story read.   

 

Thank you for all of your continued support!  Here we go...2nd Trimester!   

 

Take care, 

Rebecca Buell, Kathy Feeley, Kate Howard, Natalie Morris and Erin Wehrle. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  

Exciting things have been happening in third grade!  Our walking tour of downtown Denver 

was very exciting!  Knowledgeable tour guides, wonderful parent volunteers, and interesting 

sights made our field trip most enjoyable.  Your child can now be your official tour guide on your 

next trip downtown! 

We are enjoying talking with you and your children during conferences this week.  During 

the second trimester, we would appreciate your help in reminding your child to work on areas 

that were discussed at his/her conference.  We believe that it is a valuable life lesson to 

reflect on the good that we do, but also reflect and think about ways to improve in all areas of 

our life.  It is so good for your child to see you asking questions and showing interest towards 

their learning. Thank you for the support you are giving to your child in this area. 

 In math, we have just started Unit 3, Multi-Digit Addition & Subtraction.  This unit 

reviews and extends students’ thinking about place value, multi-digit addition and subtraction, 

and problem solving.  The ideas of rounding to the nearest ten and the nearest hundred are 

explored.  Students will use rounding as a way to estimate and check the results of adding and 

subtracting multi-digit numbers.  At home, students should continue practicing basic addition 

and subtraction facts as well as keeping up with their basic multiplication facts.   

 Since the first FOSS science kit has arrived, we are currently learning about soils, rocks, 

and landforms.  Students have learned that soil is made up of rock material and humus during 

this science unit.   

 Again, thank you for all you do to support us and this great group of children. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Wow!  We can’t believe that it is already November and the end of the first trimester!  

We have all really enjoyed getting to know your children and see the amazing things they can do!  

We are excited to see how much they will grow the rest of the year! 

 

To end our science unit of Environments, Party Safari came to our school to display their 

Scales and Tails!  The kids got to see snakes, lizards, a turtle, and a toad and learn all about how 

they adapt to their environments.  It was a fantastic learning experience for the kids to 

connect what we learned in our science unit.  In November, we will be visiting the Denver 

Museum of Nature and Science where we will watch an IMAX about animals, but also see the 

Colorado animal exhibits as well as the gems and minerals exhibit. 

 

During our social studies time, we are delving right into the beginnings of Colorado 

History!  Our classes have discussed the geography of Colorado and created maps to reflect the 

many various land attributes that we are lucky to have in Colorado.  In November and December, 

the fourth grade will be learning about the history of the people that came to Colorado, 

starting with the American Indians and working our way through the gold rush and the 

settlement of towns.   

 

The fourth grade is utilizing a program called Tenmarks in our math classes, which is a 

great way to challenge the thinking of our students with the concepts that we are learning in 

class.  This website allows students to watch videos on how the problems are solved as well as 

get hints to help them.  We encourage you to take a look at the great questioning that is 

included in these assignments!   

 

 

We feel so fortunate to have all of the support from our wonderful parents!  Thanks for 

a great first trimester, and we look forward to the rest of the year! 

 

Fourth grade team 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

In the season of giving thanks, we would like to thank our parents for all of the support they 

provide for Cottonwood students each day!  It’s true that good education comes from a good 

team, and you are an important part of our team.  Thank you so much! 

As we move into November, we’ve recently celebrated some important events.  By the time you 

read this, the first round of Parent Teacher Conferences will be in progress.  Please know that 

you may continue to contact us with any further questions or concerns that arise.  We were also 

able to celebrate Red Ribbon Week, our drug awareness event, with Officer McKnight who 

brought in Birds of Prey that have been damaged by chemicals and the environment.  The 

students were amazed to see these birds up close and learn how ingesting something can 

permanently impact your quality of life.  We are also participating in several Veterans Day 

events including the choir program and listening to Veterans talk about their experiences in the 

armed forces. This year we are fortunate enough to have relatives of our 5th grade students as 

our Veterans Day speakers. The real life connection to dedication and service to our country 

was such a gift.  We are enjoying our Scholastic Book Fair. Thanks for your support of your 

child’s reading growth and the library’s funding at the same time! 

Big things are happening in the classroom, as well.  Science classes have finished up their 

studies of Living Systems and are moving into the area of Mixtures and Solutions along with 

covering the topics of Natural Resources and Plate Tectonics. Social Studies classes have 

finished looking into very Early America and are beginning the study of America during the 

Colonial and Revolutionary War times. Our next math units will focus on polishing the addition 

and subtraction of fractions, decimals, and place value, including division and metric conversion. 

Additionally, subjects such as Algebraic Principles and Geometry will be touched on. Language 

Arts classes are delving into poetry, novel studies, and the writing of pieces to inform and 

persuade. 

We are excited to see what the late fall and early winter will bring with your students! 

The 5th Grade Team 

 



 

 

 

 



 



 

 



 



 
 

 

  



               
                
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

  


