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Dear Cougars, 

One element that makes Cottonwood Creek Elementary School a truly exceptional place for kids is the abundance and 

the caliber of our volunteer base.  THANK YOU to each and every one of you for giving through time, energy, ideas, food, 

money, and external contacts.  Many of you nominated fellow parents through our recent Exceptional Volunteer 

nomination process.  Thank you for taking the time to recognize your parent partners for their hard work also.   

I am so pleased to announce the 2017 Cottonwood Creek Exceptional Volunteer…Nicole Terch.  Nicole was nominated 

by fellow Cougar parents and staff for her exceptional contributions to our school community.  She will be honored with 

fellow Cherry Creek Exceptional Volunteer nominees at a banquet on April 13.  Through the nomination process, 

Cougars shared the following about Nicole: 

Nicole has a big presence at Cottonwood Creek Elementary and exemplifies ‘Dedicated to 

Excellence’! She truly takes the time to really get to know each and every teacher, staff 

member, and parent at school.  She embodies ‘Cougar Spirit’ to everyone at Cottonwood 

Creek as she: 

 serves as COT’s liaison to Cherry Creek Leadership; 

 supports families and staff as room parent; 

 facilitates School Supply Sales; 

 coordinates Run 4 Funds; 

 supports our Cougar community through PTO Hospitality Committee; 

 volunteers throughout our school; 

 and so much more! 

Nicole has given so much of her time and generous thought into making Cottonwood 

Creek a wonderful place for students, parents and staff. She's AMAZING! 

Please join me in congratulating and thanking Nicole Terch for the countless hours she dedicates to our Cougar family.   

Take care, 

Julie 

Julie Jaeger, Principal 

 
 
 



 
          
  

 
 
  
       

               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               

Important Dates: 

February  

   

  14     Classroom Valentine Parties   

           Accountability Meeting 3:45pm Library 

   15     Pieology  Night 

   17    Friday Frenzy : Finding Dory  

3:30-5:30pm Gym 

   20 & 21 No School Presidents Day  

   22     5th grade Young Ameritowne Fieldtrip 

   24      Report Cards Go Home 

   27      Conference Week 

   Jump Rope for Heart 

March  

1 Cat in the Hat Day 

Hilarious Hat & Pajama Day 

      2 & 3 No School : Conference days 

 

                               

                          

 

Important Phone Numbers: 

Main Office: 720-554-3200 Fax: 720-554-3288 

Attendance: 720-554-3295  

Kids Club: 720-554-3266 Before and After School  

Cottonwood Kitchen: 720-554-3271 

Cottonwood Nurse: 720-554-3208 

SCHOOL HOURS: 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

Snow Delay and Closure Line 
720-554-4701 

http://www.ccsd.k12.co.us/SchoolStatus/ 

 

http://www.ccsd.k12.co.us/SchoolStatus/


               

   

 

March 27- 31 

 

  

Community Information Corner 

Many of our community partners share information with us.  To access information from 

the following organizations, please visit the Cottonwood Community Information Corner 

at the entrance of the school: 

 

 Tae Kwon Do  

 Junior Great Books 

 Science Matters 

 Math Club 

 Play-well TEKnologies: Lego Club 

 Minecraft Club 

 World Languages – Spanish, French and Chinese 

 Intramurals 

 Destination Imagination 

 Music – Band or Choir Club 

 Cottonwood Photography Club: New Session for 3rd and 5th grade starts March 23. 

 Young Rembrandts 

 

COTTONWOOD CRUISERS sign up will begin next week!  Keep an eye out for 

information on how to register.   The Club will begin March 9 on Thursday 

Mornings 8:00 -8:45am and run through race day on May 4.  

 

 



 

Nurse Notes 

 

Flu Season is upon us…it’s not too late to get your flu shot! See below for 

information on flu vs. cold. 

 

 Please notify the clinic of any known infectious diseases (flu,strep, etc) 

that your child is diagnosed with so that we can track any trends.  (720)554-

3208. 

 

 The clinic is in need of leggings for girls and sweat pants for boys, all sizes.  

There have been a lot of wet, muddy clothes with the recent weather! 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 
  
 
 
 
 

   
 
 



 
 

STEM News:  

 
Our focus in STEM (science, technology, engineering, mathematics) this month has been to 

continue with our computer coding unit and introduce robotics. Students in grades 4-5 have 

started to learn about the Ozobot platform. Ozobot is a miniature smart robot that can 

follow lines or roam around freely, detect colors, and can also be programmed. Students are 

making connections to real-world problems and how the area of robotics might help people 

solve problems. Third graders are continuing to work on coding using the Scratch platform 

which is a Logo based programming language. They are crafting simple projects that focus on 

deepening their understanding of the platform and the process of coding. First and second 

grade continued working on a robotics unit and will learn about the importance of belts, 

pulleys, gears, motors, and various other components. Students continued to use LEGO kits to 

build and test programmable robots to complete certain tasks. Additionally, kindergarten is 

focused on solving problems using the EDP process (Engineering Design Process) and how it 

relates to their environment. Currently, they are trying to engineer a device to capture a 

“gingerbread man” causing havoc in the school. 

 

Darren Dennstedt 

ddennstedt@cherrycreekschools.org 

 

 

 



Music and P.E. News:  

 
It is February, so Music and P.E. classes are joining together for a month of Dancing!  From the 

Electric Slide to Footloose and Swing Dancing to Hip Hop, we are tearing up the dance floor 

with all kinds of fun moves.  Our hope is to instill familiarity and excitement about our nation’s 

most famous dances so that the kids don’t have to “hold up the wall” at future dances they 

attend.  We are having a blast!  Feel free to invite your kids to show off their moves at home! 

 

All 4th and 5th graders are still welcome to sign up on the music door if they would like to come 

in for extra recorder help and/or Recorder Karate belt testing on Monday, Wednesday, and 

Friday mornings at 8:45.   

 

It is great to have our singers back in choir on Tuesday and Thursday mornings!   

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

PE- JUMP ROPE FOR HEART IS COMING UP on Monday, February 27. Students will be bringing 

home all the information this week. It will be taking place through the day during the student’s 

specials times. ALL students jump because jump rope is part of our curriculum. Kindergarten 

and 1st grade students jump lines and hoops to promote success and practice. American Heart 

Association is promoting the event with the ZOO CREW. If your student raises $5 or more 

they will receive their first Zoo animal Rory, they can earn up to 6 different animals. Register 

online at http://www.heart.org/jump.  They will also get to put a sticker in the Cottonwood 

ZOO.  Let’s raise some money to help fight Heart Disease and Stroke!!! 

 

Jump Rope for Heart Incentives 

 Whichever grade gets the most stickers in the ZOO receives and extra recess. 

 The class that raises the most money and the class with the most participation receive an 

extra game day in P.E. 

 If 80% of Cottonwood student body raises $1 or more I will sleep on the roof of the 

building. This has been an incentive for the past 10yrs and this goal has NEVER been met. 

 Anyone who raises $150 or more gets a chance to knock down SUMO Mundy. 

 

Last years Top Fundraiser was Alexandra Berkley, who raised $1245 for the American Heart 

Association. 

http://www.heart.org/jump


 
 

 

 

 

Please join us for our 3rd    

General PTO Meeting of the year! 

 

Friday, February 17th, 9am in the Cafeteria 

 

Guest Speaker:  Officer Gary Dawson 

How to Protect your Kids:  Internet, Social Media & Cell Phones 

This was a very popular presentation at Campus Middle School.   

Officer Dawson will talk to us about how this topic impacts our elementary school-aged 

children. 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


